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) Examiner: Landsman, Robert S. 


Kevin P. BAKER, et al. 


) Art Unit: 1647 


Application Serial No. 10/015,715 


) Confirmation No: 4464 


• Filed: December 12, 200 J 


) Attorney's Docket No. 39780-2830 P1C56 


For: PRO1340 NUCLEIC ACIDS 


) Customer No. 35489 



EXPRESS MAIL LABEL NO. EL 993 636 936 US 
DATE MAILED: MARCH 7, 2005 

AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R, §1.480ri AND 37 C.F.R. 8L312 

MAIL STOP AF 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Dear Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments, and consider the following arguments. 
Amendment to the Claims begin on page 2. 
Remarks begin on page 6. 



Amendments to the Claims : 

1-27. (canceled) 

28. (previously presented) An isolated nucleic acid encoding a polypeptide having at 
least 80% sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino acid sequence of the. polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATGC accession number 203268, 

wherein the encoded polypeptide promotes proliferation of inner ear supporting cells. 

29. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 28 encoding a 
polypeptide having at least 85% sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203268, 

wherein the encoded polypeptide promotes proliferation of inner ear supporting cells. 

30. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 28 encoding a 
polypeptide having at least 90% sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 
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(c) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203268, 

wherein the encoded polypeptide promotes proliferation of inner ear supporting cells. 

31. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 28 encoding a 
polypeptide having at least 95% sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203268, 

wherein the encoded polypeptide promotes proliferation of inner ear supporting cells. 

32. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 28 encoding a 
polypeptide having at least 99% sequence identity to: 

(a) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; or 

(d) the amino acid sequence of the polypeptide encoded by the full-length coding 
sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203268, 

wherein the encoded polypeptide promotes proliferation of inner ear supporting cells. 
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33. (currently amended) An isolated nucleic acid comprising: 

(a) a nucleic acid sequence encoding the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229; 

(b) a nucleic acid sequence encoding the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its 
associated signal peptide; 

(c) a nucleic acid sequence encoding the extracellular domain of the polypeptide-of 
SEQIDNO:229; 

(d) the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; 

(e) the full-length coding sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228; 

or 

[[e]] £0 the full-length coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC 
accession number 203268. 

34. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising a nucleic 
acid sequence encoding the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229. 

.35. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising a nucleic 
acid sequence encoding the polypeptide of SEQ ID NO:229, lacking its associated signal peptide. 

36. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising a nucleic 
acid sequence encoding the extracellular domain of the polypeptide-of SEQ ID NO:229. 

37. (canceled) 

38. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising the 
nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO;228. 

39. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising the full- 
length coding sequence of the nucleic acid sequence of SEQ ID NO:228. 

40. (previously presented) The isolated nucleic acid of Claim 33 comprising the full- 
length coding sequence of the cDNA deposited under ATCC accession number 203268. 
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41. (canceled) 



42. (canceled) 

43. (canceled) 

44. (previously presented) A vector comprising the nucleic acid of Claim 28. 

45. (previously presented) The vector of Claim 44, wherein said nucleic acid is 
operably linked to control sequences recognized by a host cell transformed with the vector. 

46. (previously presented) An isolated host cell comprising the vector of Claim 44. 

47. (previously presented) The isolated host cell of Claim 46, wherein said cell is a 
CHO cell, an E. coli or a yeast cell. 
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REMARKS 

Claims 28-36, 38-40 and 44-47 stand allowed in this application. With this amendment, 
letter (e) has been replaced with letter (f) in order to remove duplication in numbering within 
Claim 33 and to improve the clarity of the claim. No new matter is added by way of the claim 
amendment. 

Applicants respectfully request entry of the claim amendment 

INVENTORSHIP 

In the above identified application, a Notice of Allowance was mailed on 
December 30, 2004, but an issue fee has not bee paid. Having reviewed the allowed claims, 
Applicants have found that as a result of claim amendments made during prosecution, fewer than 
all of the currently named inventors are the actual inventors of the invention being claimed in the 
present application. Accordingly, please delete the names of the following inventors, who have 
not made an inventive contribution to the currently claimed subject matter: 



Kevin P. Baker 


David Botstein 


Luc Desnoyers 


Dan L. Eaton 


Napoleone Ferrara 


Sherman Fong 


J. Christopher Grimaldi 


Kenneth J. Hillan 


James Pan 


Nicholas F. Paoni 


Margaret Ann Roy 


Victoria Smith 


Timothy A. Stewart 


Daniel Tumas 


Colin K. Watanabe 


P. Mickey Williams 



Upon entering the present amendment, Wei-Qiang Gao, Audrey Goddard, 
Paul J. Godowski, Austin Gurney and William I. Wood remain named inventors in this case. 
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Please charge the fee of $130.00 and/or any fees that might become applicable, including 
any fees for extension of time, or credit overpayment to Deposit Account No. 08-1641. 
referencing Attorney's Docket No. 39780-2830 PI C56 . Please direct any calls in connection 
with this application to the undersigned at the number provided below. 



HELLER EHRMAN WHITE & McAULIFFE LLP 

275 Middlefield Road 
Menlo Park, California 94025 
Telephone: (650)324-7000 
Facsimile: (650)324-0638 
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Respectfully submitted, 



Date: March 7, 2005 
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